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March 26th, 2020  

NLA Families,  

I am certain that this period of uncertainty and big changes has been a lot for us 
all to process. The announcement by the Governor that schools would be closed for the 
remainder of the year adds a bit of clarity, as we now know the assumptions we are 
working under, but it opens up new levels of questions. I am writing to you today to 
provide answers to frequently asked questions, as well as the assurance that we are all 
working as best we can to support our students and community during this time. Things 
may continue to change, I hope not, but I will work to keep you informed and up to date. 
Currently, we are focusing on feeding and caring for our students as well as developing 
plans to continue learning. I am available if you have any further questions and please 
email me at joel.abe@bedford.k12.va.us. 

I want to go ahead and address a few things that may be on your minds, knowing 
that we will have much more to share in the days and weeks to come. It is important to 
understand that we are receiving new guidance from the Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE) and school division frequently, and this information is likely to be 
adjusted often.  

1. Medication Pickup - BCPS school clinics will be open on Thursday, March 26, 
2020 and Friday, March 27, 2020 from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM. Our school nurse 
will be available to disperse your child’s medication or supplies to a parent or any 
other individual listed on your child’s emergency contact list. If this date / time poses 
a hardship for you, please email me (joel.abe@bedford.k12.va.us) or call 
540-586-1045 and enter ‘0’ immediately when the message begins to speak with a 
school representative or leave a message. School staff will follow up upon receipt of 
the message.  

2. Pickup of other belongings- We are still in the process of developing a plan to 
provide students and families with opportunities to come and collect belongings 
from the building. We will share this plan with you as soon as it is available. All 
items are secured and locked in the building. 
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3. Yearbooks and Spring Pictures- We are working with Strawbridge to 
bring online an order form for you to purchase pictures or a yearbook. 
Information will be coming as soon as the page is up and running. 

 
4. Refunds for Field Trips - our bookkeeper and grade level coordinators are 
working diligently to process and send refund checks as soon as possible. 
At the time of the governor's initial announcement, so we ask for your 
patience as we work to generate and mail these refund checks as quickly as 
possible.  

5. Learning Activities - We will continue to provide updated resources to 
support your child’s learning. Much of the material coming out will be new 
content, while this work will not be required nor is a grade to be collected, 
you are encouraged to complete it if able. I am asking our teachers to provide 
feedback on student work. At the moment, most of the resources shared is 
occuring online. If you have limited access, or other barriers preventing your 
child from accessing the content, please email their teacher or me. All email 
addresses are posted on our school website.  

Finally, continue to take care of yourself, your family, and other members of the 
community. While this moment is uncertain, I am certain that we will have a return to 
normalcy and soon we will all be back together. We miss you all and wish you 
continued safety and health. 

Sincerely,  

Joel Abe 
Principal  


